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Overview of CC



V A nonprofit organization

V A global network of people

V A global movement towards 

openness

éall started by a set of copyright licenses

What is CC?



CC began as a response to an 

outdated copyright law system. 

CC licenses are built on copyright and 

designed as a release valve for 

creators who want to share.   



A simple, standardized, 

legally robust way to grant 

© permissions to creative 

works



Over time, the role and 

value of CC has 

expanded. But first, let me 

tell you how it all started.



Å Mismatch between © law and digital 

technology

Å While © became more restrictive, 

Internet enabled unprecedented

access, copying, sharing at scale

Å CC was founded when attempt to

return © to original intent failed

CC started becauseé



ñSome Rights Reservedò

Saving the world from failed sharing





This was in 2001. 16 years later, © law

is still restrictive as ever, but thanks to

Creative Commons, an alternative 

universe of legal sharing exists.





Creative Commons was 

founded to help us realize 

the full potential of the 

internet.  



Å A set of legal tools, aka the global 

standard for © licensing

Å A global network of people and 

movement towards openness

Å A nonprofit organization supporting 

the above 

CC today isé



V Are legal tools that grant © 

permissions, resulting in a global 

digital commons free for all to use

V Signal a set of values and different 

way of operating

The CC licensesé







Å CC Global Network = 85 countries

Å CC is one of many in a larger 

ecosystem of organizations working 

to advance access to knowledge and 

reform © 

Network & Movement





34 

languages





Å Nonprofit headquartered in U.S. has 

< 20 staff!

Å Programs: Education, Policy, UGC 

content platforms, Technology, Legal

CC the Organization




